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Gang Involvement
Gang involvement is relatively rapid in society. The youth is most affected by gangs. This is because it is at this stage of life when individuals are most exposed to the world with quite a lot of freedom and time to engage in different activities, trying to find out what they enjoy doing and what they can do best.
Age is the most significant influence on gang involvement. At teenage age, peer pressure is at its highest level. Peer pressure makes individuals get involved in activities they might not be interested in simply because their friends are doing it or have told them to do it. Being young blinds individuals from differentiating between what's wrong and what's right. Young people do things without considering the consequences of the action. However, they might be pretty aware of the results but choose to be ignorant (Frey et al., 2020). Another effect of being young is being eager to try new things, whether society judges it as wrong or right. Older people are well aware of the consequences of their actions and tend to take conscience when doing something. People tend to have the mentality of trying much scary stuff before entering adulthood, where they will be limited to doing some things.
 It is at this age also when individuals are most exposed to society. Individuals are mostly away from home in colleges or workplaces with no guardian or parents to direct them or warn them of some actions. They are left all alone to make their daily choices on what to do or not to do. This is the freedom they use to engage in activities since they won't be opposed by one. According to Van Ngo et al. (2017),the exposure to different activities from those in their homes encourages them to engage in gangs. The youth also find themselves under a lot of pressure. Some are trying to get good grades in school, others trying to acquire income to support their young dreams, and others trying to do both. At this stage, they tend to take gang involvement as an option to reduce stress or even get involved in activities to help them earn quicker. Children do not contact much pressure since they are always under the care of their parents and have no big dreams or big goals to reach. On the other hand, older people have already achieved most of their goals and are enjoying the fruits.
The best strategy to prevent more youths from joining gangs and get people out of gangs is to create awareness of the elevating risks of gangs. Creating awareness will bring consciousness to the children and enable them to make better decisions about their activities (Thornberry et al., 2018). The attention should not only be on the youths but also on the entire society at large. Parents should be taught how to handle their children when they become teenagers, giving them life advice. Teachers also make a massive impact on the life of individuals; therefore, they should also be aware of what to teach teenagers, advice to give, and how to handle indiscipline cases. 
Gangs have a negative impact on not only the individual but also the society at large. The more a person is involved in gangs, the more they ruin their lives and the more effects the community faces. With teachers, parents, and the youth themselves being aware of how to handle themselves and avoid involvement in gangs, the results of gang involvement will decrease, and the community will be safe from the numerous risks caused by teams.
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